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ERICE 
According to legend, Erice, son of Venus and Neptune, 
founded a small town on top of a mountain (750 metres 
above sea level) more than three thousand years ago. 
The founder of modern history — i.e. the recording of 
events in a methodic and chronological sequence as they 
really happened without reference to mythical causes — 
the great Thucydides (~500 B.C.), writing about events 
connected with the conquest of Troy (1183 B.C.) said: 
«After the fall of Troy some Trojans on their escape from the 
Achaei arrived in Sicily by boat and as they settled near the 
border with the Sicanians all together they were named 
Elymi: their towns were Segesta and Erice.» This inspired 
Virgil to describe the arrival of the Trojan royal family in 
Erice and the burial of Anchise, by his son Enea, on the 
coast below Erice.
Homer (~1000 B.C.), Theocritus (~300 B.C.), Polybius 
(~200 B.C.), Virgil (~50 B.C.), Horace (~20 B.C.), and 
others have celebrated this magnificent spot in Sicily in their 
poems. During seven centuries (XIII-XIX) the town of Erice 
was under the leadership of a local oligarchy, whose 
wisdom assured a long period of cultural development and 
economic prosperity which in turn gave rise to the many 
churches, monasteries and private palaces which you see 
today.
In Erice you can admire the Castle of Venus, the Cyclopean 
Walls (~800 B.C.) and the Gothic Cathedral (~1300 A.D.). 
Erice is at present a mixture of ancient and medieval archi-
tecture. Other masterpieces of ancient civilization are to be 
found in the neighbourhood: at Motya (Phoenician), Sege-
sta (Elymian), and Selinunte (Greek). On the Aegadian 
Islands — theatre of the decisive naval battle of the first 
Punic War (264-241 B.C.) — suggestive neolithic and 
paleolithic vestiges are still visible: the grottoes of Favig-
nana, the carvings and murals of Levanzo. Splendid 
beaches are to be found at San Vito Lo Capo, Scopello, and 
Cornino, and a wild and rocky coast around Monte Cofano: 
all at less than one
hour’s drive from Erice.

More information about the «Ettore Majorana» Foundation 
and Centre for Scientific Culture can be found on the WWW 
at the following address:
http://www.ccsem.infn.it
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Persons wishing to attend the Course should send an 
email to ericenetworks@gmail.com

specifying:

- full name(s), address, age, nationality;
- academic qualifications, present position and affiliation.

Contributions could be submitted at 
http://www.easychair.org/conferences/?conf=ec20090
further info at 
http://pil.phys.uniroma1.it/~gcalda/EC2009
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PLEASE NOTE

The cost of the registration fee is 700 euros and covers 
participation to conference, material, coffee breaks food, 
accommodation and transfer from/to the airport of 
Palermo or Trapani.

Participants must arrive on October 25, not later than 7 pm.
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09 INVITED SPEAKERS

The annual colloquium, now in its fifth consecutive 
year, provides a platform for the presentation of 
interdisciplinary ideas from different communities, 
for instance economics and finance, physics, 
mathematics, biology, computer science, engineer-
ing, etc. The conference's main aim is to foster an 
open-minded, cross-fertilizing, and regular 
exchange of ideas among scholars and practitio-
ners of the different fields in a friendly environment.

Sponsored by:

CNR-INFM
Università di Palermo 
Pipeline
Zikkurat Edizioni&Lab
Bucharest Academy of Economic Studies
Faculty of Commerce (Romania) 
Alternative Science Association
National University Research Council (Romania)
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